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The use of  tobacco may have its origins in 

pre-Columbian America, but the ultimate 

refinement of  cigars can be traced to 20th-

century Upstate New York. “People call me a 

tobacco alchemist,” says Philip S. Zanghi III, who 

hails from there and founded Debonaire Cigars,  

a company whose products are recognized as the 

gold standard of  the modern cigar industry. 

  Debonaire Cigars’ remarkable story began 

more than 20 years ago, when, at the age of  19, 

Philip traveled to Central America and, with no 

background in the tobacco industry, immersed 

himself  in the art of  cigar-making. “I learned 

the trade myself, but I had the good fortune 

to get together with some of  the masters, who 

taught me about growing, curing, blending, 

manufacturing, and design,” he says.

 

Working with masters

Today, Philip lives on the company’s farm in the 

Dominican Republic, where he has teamed up 

with a sixth-generation family of  tobacco growers 

to cultivate the finest air-cured tobacco from 

Central America’s best crops. “My team and I 

are involved at every stage, from the root to the 

fruit,” he says. “All seeds are hand-chosen in the 

Dominican Republic, and careful attention is 

paid to each stage of  the cycle—from growing, 

leaf  priming, and curing through to the selection 

of  leaves, bunching, and rolling.”

  Philip is in sole charge of  the tobacco’s 

final aging process, at the end of  which he uses 

low-temperature steam and distilled water to 

remove all residues of  pesticides, fertilizers, and 

ammonia. “This leaves only the essential oil, 

because the purity of  the leaf  is what makes  

a fine cigar,” he explains.

  The whole process is indeed a kind of  

alchemy and elevates Philip’s craft into an art. 

The result is the Debonaire Ultra Premium Hand 

Rolled Cigar, which offers a luxurious, velvety 

taste aimed squarely at true connoisseurs.

“ALL SEEDS ARE HAND-CHOSEN  
IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND 

CAREFUL ATTENTION IS PAID TO 
EACH STAGE OF THE CYCLE”

Cultured palate

In order to preserve the integrity of  the brand—

which also offers complex and full-bodied rums 

that appeal to a similarly cultured palate—

Debonaire cigars are supplied only to high-end 

shops. Yet close to the farm and factory in the 

Dominican Republic, the company also provides 

an eight-room, five-star villa devoted to the full 

cigar-connoisseur experience.

  As well as a smoking library and bar,  

the complex boasts a full gourmet kitchen  

and a 24-hour chef, a 25-yard swimming  

pool, massage rooms, and a gym. “I take small 

groups of  guests to the see the farm, the curing 

barns, and the factory, where you can watch  

our craftsmen make cigars and even learn  

how to roll them,” says Philip. “This has  

been my life’s work, and I take great pride in 

everything Debonaire does because getting 

together with other people to smoke a cigar 

promotes a wonderful level of  camaraderie.”

  His passion for the business is also 

exemplified by the fact that, as well as being 

closely involved in growing and producing  

the world’s best tobacco, he oversees the  

design of  the boxes (both inside and out),  

labels, and medallions.

  “I’m driven by the relentless pursuit to  

create the finest cigar ever made by man,”  

says Philip. It’s tempting to conclude that  

he’s well on his way to achieving his goal.

www.debonairehouse.com

ROLLED GOLD
Debonaire Cigars offers some of  the world’s finest handmade cigars, 
as well as the chance to stay in five-star comfort in the Dominican 
Republic and learn all about its expert craftsmanship


