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CHAPTER 5: VOYAGER

LIFE ON THE 
OCEAN WAVES

Born into a boat-building family in Hong Kong, a 

passion for yachts and an ambition to succeed run 

in Roger Liang’s blood. The founder of Kingship 

Marine established his company a decade ago  

with the aim of creating Asian-made yachts that 

would meet European standards of engineering 

and design.

!!Following the sale of his family’s ferry 

business in the 1980s, Roger commissioned his 

first yacht. When Baglietto, the Italian yard that 

was building his boat, ran into difficulties, he took 

the bold step of buying the company. Choosing to 

collaborate with outstanding designers, including 

Giovanni Zuccon and the late Jon Bannenberg, 

Roger worked according to the belief that yachts 

should provide years of pleasure. As Diana Liang, 

Kingship’s Director of Marketing, says: “A yacht  

is not something you buy and then replace  

after a year. If the choice is right, a yacht can  

be enjoyed for a lifetime.”

IMPECCABLE STANDARDS
In 2004, Roger set up the Kingship yard in 

Zhongshan, close to the company’s base in 

Hong Kong, as the only Asian yacht builder to 

specialise in steel-hulled vessels with aluminium 

superstructures. Determined to challenge 

preconceptions of China as a place of low-tech 

manufacturing, Roger’s company produces  

yachts that combine the design principles he 

admired in Italy with the impeccable engineering 

standards present in Dutch and German builds.

!!Kingship’s quest for perfection is evident in 

each area of construction, from precision metal 

cutting and bending to its flawless paint finishes 

and subtle concealing of hinges and bolts.  

A recent addition is the 44 m Green Voyager,  

which is designed to minimise environmental 

impact without compromising on comfort or 

performance. The yacht’s twin-curve vertical  

bow increases speed and fuel efficiency by 

reducing resistance and slamming. “Its generators 

have been reduced by 40 per cent from the usual 

size and sustainable materials are used wherever 

possible,” says Diana. “Large opening windows 

with heat-reflective glazing mean you don’t have 

to turn on the generator for air-conditioning,  

and fold-down balconies enhance air flow.”

!!The yacht is being constructed according to 

the Green Plus Yacht Certification by the Royal 

Institution of Naval Architects (RINA), awarded to 

vessels that show the highest levels of efficiency. 

“These awards mean so much to us,” says Diana. 

“They are a recognition of everything we’ve been 

striving for – not just for the management team, 

but also for everybody in the shipyard.”

AMPLE ACCOMMODATION
One of the means by which the company creates  

a sense of luxury is its use of on-board space.  

It’s an approach that has worked especially well  

for the Horacio Bozzo-designed Discovery 88 –  

whose 24 m length allows it to be run by just a 

captain and one deckhand. However, its generous 

8 m width is equal to that of many 33 m yachts  

and affords ample accommodation for eight  

guests in its four cabins – two of which are full 

beam. The yacht’s spacious flybridge has full  

dining facilities, as well as a barbecue, bar and 

lounge area, and a panoramic view from its  

position atop the bridge.

!!“Many of our competitors are amazed and 

impressed by how far we’ve come in a decade,” 

says Diana. “Our yachts’ imaginative use of  

space, high-quality interiors and engineering 

excellence mean we easily match European 

standards and simultaneously meet Roger’s 

founding aim.”

www.kingship.com

Hong Kong’s award-winning yacht builder  
Kingship Marine produces European-quality vessels  

that are designed to be enjoyed for a lifetime

“ A YACHT IS NOT SOMETHING YOU BUY 
AND THEN REPLACE AFTER A YEAR”
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